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The people return home, their minds occupied
and disturbed by thoughts of their dear one whom
they have just committed to the grave. The night
is one of trouble and unrest for the dead and for
the living; and consolation is found by the living
in alms-giving and in prayers constantly repeated
that God may be merciful, and that the confession
of faith may satisfy the recording angels.
Fidelity to God and His Prophet is the
cardinal virtue by which the Muslim confidently
hopes to enter Heaven. A want of faith and
neglect of the ceremonial prescribed by the Quran
are the greatest sins he can commit. Such
irregularities as the breaking of the Christian
and Jewish commandments regarding a man's
duty to his neighbour are passed over by
Munkir and Nakir, whose enquiry embraces only
the keeping of the faith and the manner of
doing it.
It seems that even when the recording angels
have been satisfied, the way to Heaven is not easy
to traverse. The road lies over a bridge so narrow
that it is like the sharp edge of a knife. The
faithful need have no fear; for dreadful as it
appears they will be able to pass safely over it.
For the unworthy, that is, the unfaithful, its razor